Tax break specialists at work
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Oregon state government is broke. It is cutting to the point of destroying programs that reduce
the cost of services, that provide barely living-wage jobs (such as for home health care workers),
that put armies of volunteers in efficient service to those whom no one else will help, and that
rescue families with children from dire straits.

The governor and legislators are attempting to reform the kicker law and bolster the rainy day

fund. However, the keep-the-rich-rich lobby is holding those reforms hostage to cuts in capital
gains tax rates, which are already at historic lows at the federal level. They are demanding that
tribute because they can; they can because no one is calling it extortion.

George W. Bush called them the “have-mores” and the “investor class.” He wasn’t referring to
small businesses that are trying to create a positive future for us. The only thing the “investor
class” has done for my class lately is harm.

Lobbyists for the “investor class” didn’t show their faces at a recent public forum on the budget,
which included the entire state delegation from districts that include Lane County and co-chairs
of the Joint Committee on Ways and Means.

The tax break specialists are using other means — including Sen. Frank Morris, R-Albany — to
demand higher profits. They are holding hostage legislators’ attempts to stabilize the cash flow
that actually underpins the creation of their clients’ own wealth.

Pure greed. Self-destructive greed. If not extortion, an irrational assault on human rights.
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