Letter to the editor of the Register Guard — 4/4/11 — Charlie Swanson

Reports that GE paid no U.S. taxes on its more than $5 billion profits from U.S. operations, but
instead got a $3.2 billion refund, have drawn lots of appropriate indignation. Arnold Buchman's
April 4 letter suggesting that the fault lies with our jerry-built tax code is essentially correct, but
he does not point out that one of the main reasons for many of the tax code problems lies with
the excessive influence of large corporations in our politics, and therefore in designing our tax
code.

Part of the reason for the rise of corporate rule in politics are Supreme Court decisions giving
corporate "artificial persons” the Constitutional rights of real people, among the most egregious
of these decisions being the 2010 Citizens United v. FEC ruling allowing unlimited corporate
contributions to influence our elections. A very important step towards turning this around
would be a Constitutional Amendment making clear that corporations do not have the same
Constitutional rights as people.

Corporations have been given legal benefits which allow some of them to gain extraordinary
economic power, which unfortunately too often becomes political power, and also leads to "too
big to fail". Some careful analysts have argued that a major factor in our financial meltdown was
that Wall Street partnerships became public corporations, to the harm of all but a very few
insiders. Having more non-corporate business organizations, e.g. partnerships and cooperatives,
and using anti-trust actions to keep corporations from getting too big, may be beneficial to
society.
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